the affair is not hopeless, but postponed. Libert and his employer, M. Maury, have promised to help me in that direction if the occasion should arise again. My future Bachelor came to grief over a translation, as I had foreseen. He will probably take more lessons ; in any case, and as a precaution, I am looking for another pupil. I enjoy my lessons at Madame D.'s. It is a pleasure to read fine things aloud and to invent ideas as I am speaking. M. N., whom I have seen, much approves of my staying here and working for a Doctor's degree and for the Academy. "You are in Paris, do not leave it again " ; that was his phrase, word for word. He is still the man who said to me when I was in Rhetoric : " You are making the first step, now aim at a seat in the Academy." It is all very well, but it is not enough to wish in order to get! Many wish for a seat and remain standing !
Do not trouble yourself in the least on my account; I am in good health and not bored; I am much happier than at Poitiers and at Nevers, I do not feel around me any gossiping slandering, interfering or surveillance ; I am not surrounded by forty imbeciles who rebel on the strength of their numbers, and who make their ignorance an excuse for their idleness. The School of Medicine is delightful, its museum and preparations charm me, and, when my head aches, there is the Luxembourg at my very door, which quite equals the wood of Un An1 or any other country spot. I have taken up Philosophy again a little, l Near Vouziers. 268
